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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The purpose of the Society shall be to collect and preserve artifacts pertaining to 
the Town of Cumberland and its history, making it available to groups, schools, 
and individuals. 
MARCH 2014  VOLUME 107 
MARCH THOUGHT: 
No matter how long the winter, spring is sure to follow. ~Proverb 
The plans for the Memorial Day Yard Sale table seem to be moving along.  People have been letting us 
know what sorts of things they are collecting to add to the table. We will have a Saturday workshop to 
sort and price the items in May, a couple of weeks before the Memorial Day weekend. Keep those 
things in mind that you would like to donate.  
The 501c3 committee has been very hard at work getting things prepared for application. It is a lot of 
detail work, and adjustments have had to have been made in order to comply with IRS standards. The 
standards are quite rigid, and, being the IRS, need to be followed closely. 
We were given a scrapbook from the Falmouth Historical Society that has several Cumberland items 
pasted in it. In return, we were able to give them a folder of Falmouth items that have been in our 
possession. 
************************************************************************************* 
Last fall we received a request for some information on Jacob Webber, a man who taught school in 
Cumberland in the mid 1800’s, from his great nephew, Richard Webber from Pennsylvania. After 
sending back to him what information could be found, Mr. Webber sent the following for our use in the 
newsletter: 
( I am transcribing a diary and other notes from a distant relative from back in the mid 1860’s.  He 
lived in South Freeport and prior to, and during his time attending Bowdoin, he taught in several 
district schools (Cumberland, Scarborough, Yarmouth, Freeport, etc.)  
Jacob Webber was born August 23, 1836 in Westbrook and from early childhood until his death he lived 
on the family "farm" with 6 sibs in South Freeport on what is now Lambert Rd. His father was a 
stonemason/farmer who built several of the local road bridges. Much of his childhood schooling was in a 
Freeport "district" school. He attended Westbrook Seminary (which seems to have evolved into some 
part of the present University of New England). Taught in several district schools  in the region - 
Cumberland, Scarborough, Yarmouth, Brunswick and Freeport (not chronologically listed).Attended and 
graduated from Bowdoin - class of 1863.  Some of his teaching gigs were during his college years. His 
death on September 9, 1863 was just a month after his college graduation. 
An 1882 "History of Bowdoin College, with Biographical Sketches of its Graduates from 1800 to 1870, 
Inclusive" indicates: "JACOB BRACKETT WEBBER was born in Freeport, August, 1863.  He graduated with 
honor, having made his way through college amid great discouragements; was just commencing active 
life as an assistant teacher in Westbrook Seminary when he was seized with typhoid fever, and in a few 
days died, September following 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Membership Application 
2013 -2014  
CUMBERLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P O Box 82 
Cumberland, ME  04021 
NAME:   _________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________ 
TOWN or CITY: _________________________________________________________________ 
ZIP CODE:  ________________________________ 
TELEPHONE: ________________________________  CELL: _____________________ 
EMAIL:  ________________________________ 
Do you your newsletter sent by email __________ or by USPS  ____________ ? 
WINTER ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________ 
   __________________________________________________________ 
DATES THAT THE WINTER ADDRESS APPLIES: ______________________________________ 
IF YOUR BUSINESS IS INTERESTED IN BEING A CORPORATE SPONSOR, PLEASE INDICATE: _________ 
Membership dues are $10.00 per person _______________________ Corporate membership is 
$100.00. __________________ 
Donation to the furnace fund __________________________ 
COMMITTEES: 
501c3 _____________________Old House ________________________ Program ____________ 
Refreshments ______________________________ Special Events _____________________ 
Publicity _________________________   
75th anniversary of Cumberland Historical Society________________________________ 
 
Thanks to SEVEE & MAHER , our corporate sponsor. 
 
